AD  678  167 

A  STUDY  OF  CQGN’TIVE  AND  AFFECTIVE  ATTITUDES 

H.  Tajfel 

Oxford  University 
Oxford,  England 


\ 

\ 


* 


1967 


OsR  68-2329 


SARCH  GRAffT  AF-EGAR  4-^6 

'v. 


Keoioduced  bv  *ba 

CLEARINGHOUSE 
for  federal  Scientific  5  Technics! 
information  Springfield  Va.  2215* 


A  study  of  cognitive  and  affective  attitudes 


H.  Tajfel 

University  of  Oxford*  England 
and 

Center  for  Advanced  Study  in  the  Behavioral  Selene 
Stanford,  California  (1966-6?) 


FINAL  EFFORT 


Nationalism  has  become  once  again  a  powerful  force  la  world 
affaire*  We  have  learned  from  th*  peat  that  this  farce  can  serve  for 
constructive  or  destructive  purposes,  that  it  can  beeow*  an  important 
factor  in  the  development  of  a  eountr 7*#  resources  sac  potentialities, 
but  chat  it  can  also  unleash  ttn®aa»^eabl«  conflicts.  The  detoraiisiag 
conditions  under  which  one  or  the  other  havens  are  largely  political, 
social  and  economic.  But  it  is  also  true  that  these  various  con¬ 
ditions  are  related  to  psychological  pvocmmtu  responsible  for  the 

manner  in  which  attitudes  of  net tonal  affiliation  develop  amongst 

of 

the  citisens  of  a  country.  A  clearer  understanding/ these  psychological 
processes  is  particularly  Important  today,  when  interdependence  of 
many  countries  of  the  world  is  an  established  political  fact.  The  main 
purpose  of  the  research  undertaken  under  the  Air  Force  Grant  EOAR  4-66 
van  to  explore  some  aspect#  of  this  problem  in  several  countries  of 
the  Western  world. 

Hi*  problem  with  which  the  research  was  specifically  concerned 
is  rfc*.c  of  the  development  of  nations!  effill  "ions  and  of  attitudes 

1»  This  document  has  been  approved  for  nubile’ 
release  and  sal©  ;  Its  distribution  is  unlimited. 


t ewarde  foreign  countries  ia  children.  Th@r®  is  a  good  deal  of  evidence 
in  psychology  about  the  continuity  of  certain  pat to ms  e£  attitudes 
from  childhood  to  adulthood.  Our  attempts  to  tenders tend  the  texture  of 
nations!  affiliations  which  are  likely  to  becoisg  increasingly  i-fortant 
to  the  Western  world  in  the  tw  ey  years  to  case  must  therefore  include 
gathering  of  score  information  about  their  incipient  and  formative  nature 
in  the  child.  The  sain  empirics!  Issues  with  which  the  research  dealt 
can  fe®  specified  as  fellows; 

(s)  Is  there  evidence  for  a  consensus  in  children  between  the 
ages  of  6  and  12  (i„®.,  from  the  baginning  of  school  age)  in  their 
structure  of  preferences  concerning  selected  foreign  countries? 

(b)  What  is  the  relation  of  thes«  preferences  to  the  information 
that  the  children  have  about  the  saiae  foreign  countries? 

(c)  Is  there  evidence  for  the  development  of  affiliation  with  the 
child’s  own  country  at  that  rge? 

(d)  What  is  the  relation  between  the  child’s  system  of  preferences 
towards  various  foreign  countries  and  his  perception  of  similarity  or 
dissimilarity  of  these  countries  to  his  own  country  and  to  each  other? 

(e)  To  what  extent  is  the  child  capable  of  perceiving;  relations 
between  nationals  of  various  countries  from  the  point  of  view  other  than 
that  of  his  own  country,  and  how  does  this  capacity  relate  to  his  system 
of  preferences? 

(f)  To  what  extent  the  perception  of  similarity  or  dissimilarity 
to  other  groups  is  a  determinant  of  friendly  or  hostile  behavior  toward* 
them?  (This  pert  of  the  research  was  done  outside  the  context  of 


national  attitudes). 


3 

lik  addition  to  these  principal  research  issues,  a  few  oehei  minor 
studies  t?«.-s*a  conducted  in  which  the  ;-»-obleais  Investigated  Inc'-  vied : 
the  i  of  comics  on  national  attitudes;  the  relation  of  preferences 

fcs  th»  dissimilation  of  new  iafonsation;  the  relation  of  social  class  of 
a  child  to  his  knowledge  about,  and  attitudes  toward,  his  own  and  other 
countries.  As  the  results  of  these  latter  .dies  require  further  work 
of  statistical  analysis,  they  will  be  reported  in  detail  at  a  later 
stage* 

(a)  Children's  consensu*  concerning  preferences  for  related 

foreign  countries. 

This  study  was  conducted  in  England,  Scotland,  Austria,  Belgium  and 
Greece.  The  seme  four  foreign  countries  were  used  in  *11  these  locations 
for  assessing  the  development  of  a  firm  structure  of  preferences;  these 
w®r«;  America,  Russia,  France,  Germany.  The  simplest  way  to  sissmari?' 
the  result#  in  to  state  that  In  all  the  European  locations  used  there 
was  &  clear  >?"<md  towards  preferences  arranged  in  the  following  order 
from  moat  to  least  preferred:  America,  France,  Germany,  Russia.  The 
second  main  finding  Is  tnat,  though  this  pattern  is  already  clear  at 
the  ag#  of  6  tc  7,  it  becomes  increasingly  more  convincing  as  the 
children  grow  adder.  Thus,  in  Britsin  the  differences  between  the  youu„er 
and  the  ol-'.jt  children  are  in  the  following  direction:  highly  significant 
increase  with  age  cf  prefer***ee  for  America;  highly  ulgnifieant  decrease 
with  age  of  preference  for  Cermany  and  Russia;  no  significant  trend  with 
age  of  preference  for  France.  In  Belgium,  '->er*  ie  an  increase  with  sge 
of  preference  for  America  and  France,  a  decrease  with  age  of  preference 


im  Russi®,  assd  m  significant  trend  for  pr©f«r»nc«  for  rmeay,  In 
Sre# e«,  the  only  significant  trend  with  age  is  a  decrease  of  Reference 
for  CfejBCLy.  In  Austria,  there  ar*  highly  significant  trends  for  in- 
sraaaa  wish  age  of  preference  for  America  and  s  decrease  of  preterene® 
for  Russia,  while  France  and  Germany  remain  stable.  Thus,  with  the  one 
exception  for  Greece,  there  is  &  general  consensus  concerning  the 
development  of  attitudes  towards  America  and  Russia,  not  only  within 
each  cf  the  countries  studied  but  also  between  the  European  countries. 

The  study  Included  not  only  an  assessment  of  preferences  hut  also 
of  the  children's  perception  of  inter nations,  relations,  with  regard  to 
friendships  be*  *een  their  own  country  and  the  four  foreign  countries  and 
between  these  four  countries,  'ere  also,  there  are  some  high  concordances 
in  the  children's  judgments.  For  example,  assessment  of  relations  of 
own  country  with  America  as  friendly  varies  from  90.5%  of  the  subjects 
in  Britain  to  70.1  percent  of  the  subjects  in  Greece.  The  general 
perception  of  relations  of  the  four  countries  wi*h  own  count-  ,  as  friendly 
follows  the  following  order#  from  most  to  least. 

In  Britain:  America,  France,  Germany,  Russia 
In  Belgium:  France,  America,  Rut  a,  Germany 
In  Greece:  France,  America,  Russia,  Germany 
In  Austria:  Germany,  France,  America,  Russia 

The  differences  between  the  countries  in  this  last  set  of  findings 
are  perhaps  as  interesting  as  the  similarities  previously  discussed.  The 
consensus,  however,  remains  (with  the  exception  of  Germany  fur  Austrian 
children)  in  the  perception  of  America  sod  France  as  more  friendly  than 
Germany  and  Ruaaia. 


(b)  Th«  problem  of  re  *fcions  bet  esc  preference  .  nd  ieuoraarien 
was  attacked  as  a  part  of  the  study  described  above*  On  the  whole, 
comparisons  were  made  between  the  children'#  consensus  concerning  the 
correct  knowledge  of  factual  Items  of  information  about  the  four 
countries  (such  as  the  fact  that  both  America  and  Russia  are  larger 
than  both  France  and  Germany)  with  their  consensus  as  to  which  countries 
tuey  preferred.  The  over-all  finding  la  that  both  knowledge  of  respective 
sizes  and  higher  preference  for  America  and  France  are  very  highly 
crystallized  at  the  age  of  8  to  11.  At  the  age  of  6-8,  the  consensus 

for  preference  judgments  is  higher  than  the  consensus  of  correct  size 
Judgments  in  Britain,  Belgium  and  Austria.  Neitner  of  the  two  reaches 
a  level  of  statistical  significance  for  Greece. 

(c)  The  evide  for  the  existence  of  national  affiliation  ic 
children  from  6  to  11. 

A  special  method  was  devised  for  this  study  in  which  the  children 
expressed  their  liking  for  each  of  a  set  of  T)  photographs  of  young  men 
especially  prepared  for  this  purpose,  and  also  categorized  the  photo¬ 
graphs  into  two  groups-- those  they  thrighr.  to  be  of  their  oara  aationality 
and  those  they  thought  to  be  alien.  The  relation  between  the  two  sets 
of  data  provided  an  index  of  "preference"  for  own  national  group.  The 
study  was  conducted  In  England,  Scotland,  Belgium,  Holland,  Austria, 

Italy  and  Israel.  The  same  set  of  photographs  vas  used  in  all  the 
locations,  apart  from  Israel  and  Italy  where  addition?!  s  ts  were  used. 
Some  local  variations  were  Introduced  in  the  studies  conducted  la  England, 
Scotland,  Belgium,  Italy  and  larael  in  order  to  obtain  inforrstion  about 


® ©©el'll  problems,  namely:  the  processes  of  national  affiliation  In  a 
situation  where  distinct  ethnic  or  national  groups  compose  the  nation¬ 
state  (England,  Scotland,  Belgium  and  Israel);  and  the  problem  of  the 
development  in  children  of  physical  stereotypes  of  their  own  nation  (a 
comparison  of  Italian  with  the  other  European  data). 

The  findings  o£  this  study  are  multiple  and  complex.  Their  main 
features  may  be  summarised  as  follows: 

(1)  In  all  the  locations  ♦here  Is  a  highly  significant  preference 
for  ~vn  national  group, 

(2)  This  does  not  apply  when  a  national  or  ethnic  sub-group  is 
traditionally  less  clearly  identified  with  the  nation-state.  Thus, 
results  were  not  signifies,.'  for  the  dichotomy  Scottish-not  Scottish  in 
Scotland,  while  ♦'hey  were  significant  in  Scotland  for  the  dichotomy  of 
Britlsh-not  British  introduced  in  a  separate  study;  in  the  s^me  way,  iu 
the  Israeli  study,  there  was  a  clearer  identification  with  the  nation¬ 
state  of  photographs  of  European  origin  than  of  photographs  of  Oriental 
origin  despite  the  fact  that  the  population  of  the  state  is  almost 
evenly  divided  between  groups  of  tnese  two  origins.  This  finding  applied 
to  groups  of  children  who  were  both  of  European  and  of  Oriental  origin, 

(3)  I**  -  ..  ituation  of  acute  svarenass  of  »s,  .ate  national  identity 
of  one  of  the  subgroups  forming  the  nation-state  (which  is  not  the  case 
In  Scotland,  and  even  less  so  in  the  Oriental  group  1..  Israel),  there  is 
in  children  evidence  of  Identification  both  with  the  nation-state  and 
with  the  separate  group.  In  the  Belgian  study  Flemish  children  were 
used.  Ona  group  worked  in  terms  of  a  dichotomy  Belgian-net  Belgian; 
another  in  terms  of  a  dichotomy  of  Fleraish-not  Flemish.  Significant 
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.’i. 

evidence  of  affiliation  was  obtained  from  both  groups, 

(4)  From  s  comparison  of  the  Italian  with  other  E  rcpean  data, 
there  is  evidence  that  some  ti^e  between  the  ages  of  6  and  11,  children 
develop  some  form  of  a  notion  about  the  general  physical  stereotype  of 
their  own  national  group  which  they  use  with  a  fair  degree  of  consist¬ 
ency  in  the  upper  half  of  our  age  range. 

Other  findings  from  this  study  ore  of  theoretical  interest  in  the 
area  of  the  cognitive  and  affective  basis  for  children'?  judgments.  They 
will  be  reported  in  the  detail'd  publications  emerging  from  the  project, 

(d)  Relations  between  the  child’s  system  of  preferences  and  his 
perception  similarity  and  dissimi lari ty  between  various  countries. 

This  is  an  issue  of  considerable  theoretical  end  practical  importauce. 

To  what  extent  is  it  true  that  a-  increase  in  the  perception  of  general 
similarity  of  various  human  groups  (or  countries)  is  related  to  the 
manner  in  which  a  child  constructs  his  matrix  of  preferences?  An  x- 
ploratory  study  on  this  Issue  was  conducted  within  the  project  in  Leiden, 

Holland,  Children  engaged  in  various  tasks,  one  of  which  consisted  of 
a  determination  cf  parcel ved  similarity  between  a  number  of  countries, 
and  another  in  a  specification  of  their  relative  preferences  for  the 
same  countries.  The  results  show  a  close  correspondence  between  the 
two  systems,  i.e.,  that  the  more  similar  any  two  countries  are  perceived 
to  be,  the  nearer  they  will  be  to  ont  another  in  the  genera,  order  cf 
preferences . 

(e)  Relations  between  preferences  and  the  capacity  to  perceive 
relations  between  individuals  from  tne  point  of  view  other  than  that 


of  mm  nation*!  group. 

k  study  on  this  problem  eas  conducted  in  Oxford,  England.  The 
method  was  too  elaoorau  to  be  described  here  in  detail.  It  involved 
the  child  in  taking  concrete  decisions  in  specific  situations  fo 
nationals  of  hi*  own  and  other  countries.  Two  general  bases  fo  these 
decisions  were  discovered:  a  patriotic  preference  for  own  country;  and 
a  general  nor*  of  fairness.  With  regard  to  the  application  of  these 
foundations  of  hoice  to  uationals  of  foreign  countries,  the  following 
pattern  of  results  emerged :  children  who  responded  exclusively  on  the 
basis  of  preference  for  their  <r.*n  country  were  not  able  in  many  cases 
to  concaiv*  that  the  national  of  a  country  they  disliked  would  also 
respond  on  the  basis  of  hia  preference  for  his  own  country,  and  children 
who  responded  on  the  general  basis  of  fairness  tended  to  assume  that  the 
nationals  of  a  country  they  disliked  would  be  less  capable  to  act  or. 
that  basis  than  nationals  of  a  country  which  was  highly  preferred, 

(f)  Relation  of  percept  on  of  similarity  and  dissimilarity  to 
behavior  toward  another  group. 

In  this  study  no  .ttempt  was  made  to  introduce  ixplicitly  the  issue 
of  nationality.  Its  aim  was  to  explore  further  one  of  the  fundamental 
and  general  aspects  of  the  findings  described  in  (d)  above.  Groups  of 
boys  wore  engaged  in  a  competitive  game  with  other  group#  which  they 
had  never  aet,  neither  during  the  game  nor  befo.e.  Two  expscis^ntal 
conditions  wera  used  which  differed  in  the  nature  of  .he  inforwation 
that  t!  boys  had  about  the  general  similarity  or  dissimilarity  between 
their  owa  and  the  cosseting  grouo.  On*  of  the  studies  conducted  in 
Oxford,  provided  striking  evidence  of  the  relation  bw.vea-.  assumed 


§ 


similarity  to  the  other  group  and  *he  degree  of  generosity  shewn  to 
that  group.  The  second  study,  conducted  In  Utrecht,  Holland,  specified 
these  results  further,  showing  that  this  relationship  was  not  ataole 
but  dependent  upon  the  personality  type  of  the  boys  engaged  in  the 
game , 

Conclusion 

The  findings  described  above  point  toward  the  need  for  i ur t *' c r 

i.  tense  research  into  Che  development  of  national  attitude*  in  children 

for  resasous  which  are  both  of  theoretical  and  practical  nature. 

Theoretically,  we  need  to  know  more  about  the  manner  in  which  a  human 

being  re  If;  's  hiraaelf  to  th«  large  groups  of  which  he  is  a  number.  The 

practical  Issues  are  fairly  obvious:  the  system  of  preference*  and  th*» 

information  that  children  assimilate  about  their  own  and  other  countries 

originate  from  the  various  social  and  educational  Influences  which 

impinge  upon  them.  The  children  of  today  are  the  adult  citizens  of 

tomorrow,  and  a  closer  understanding  of  the  processes  *hieh  underlie 

their  national  and  international  attitudes  can  be  immeasurably  helpful 

in  the  planning  and  prediction  ot  long-term  dev? iopaents , 
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